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$rou wouldn't have deserted. And I can talk to you how I
Ike ! "
" Shut up, Alexandr ! We've had enough of your voice ! "
the red-haired man told him.
But Alexandr went right up to Gregor, dilating his
_iostrils and breathing heavily.
" Better not upset me, officer, or it'll be the worse for
you ! "
" I'm not upsetting you ! "
" Yes, you are ! "
Opening the door of the front room a little, Natalia called
to Gregor. He walked round the man standing in front of
him, and swayed in the doorway as if drunk. Piotra wel-
comed him with a baleful, groaning whisper:
" What are you playing at ? What did you answer him
back for ? You'll ruin yourself and us ! Sit down ! " he
^thrust Gregor forcibly on to a chest and went into the
kitchen. Gregor sat gasping in great mouthfuls of air; the
heavy flush left his cheeks, "and his eyes faintly glittered.
" Gregor 1 Dearest! Don't get drawn into a quarrel 1 "
Natalia pleaded, trembling and putting her hands over the
mouths of the children, who were on the point of bellowing.
" Why didn't I clear out ? " Gregor asked, looking mourn-
fully at Natalia. " You needn't worry, I won't. But shut
up ! I can't stand any more ! "
Later three more Red Army soldiers arrived. One, in a
high black fur cap, evidently a commander, asked:
" How many are quartered here ? "
" Seven men," the red-haired man answered for them all.
" We're putting a machine-gun outpost here. You'll have
to make room for them."
The three men went out. Immediately afterward the
gate creaked, and two wagons drove into the yard. One of
the machine-guns was dragged into the porch. Someone
struck a match and cursed furiously in the darkness. The
machine-gunners smoked under the shed, pulled down hay
and lit fires in the threshing floor. But none-of the hut's
inhabitants went out to them.
" Someone ought to go and see to the horses," Ilinichna
whispered as she passed Pantaleimon.  But he only shrugged
> his shoulders, and made no attempt to stir.  All night doors
Were banging.  The Red Army men made their beds on the